


Indoor air pollution is  
the leading cause of death 

in young children
Open cooking �res cause 

burns, deforestation and 

respiratory illnesses that kill 

nearly 2 million people a year.

StoveTeam International 
establishes locally-owned, 
sustainable factories that 
produce durable, safe, 
e�cient wood-burning 
cook stoves.
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Nancy’s story

While volunteering 
with a medical team 
in Guatemala, Nancy 
Hughes, a Rotarian 
from Eugene, Oregon, 
was struck by the 
extraordinary number of 
burn patients. She heard 
an 18-year-old indigenous 
girl’s story of falling into 
a kitchen �re at age two 
and losing the use of her 
hands. �at year, the 
medical team restored the 
use of her hands.

Nancy found that 
in most rural homes, 
families were still cooking 
over open �res. Children 
o�en su�ered burns while 
family members were 
a�icted with chronic 
upper respiratory diseases 

from smoke inhalation. 
In addition, hillsides 

were being stripped of 
vegetation to provide fuel 
for �res. Women and 
children walked further 
each day to collect up to 
100 lbs. of �rewood. 

Working with Eugene 
Southtowne Rotary and 
local Rotary Clubs in 
Guatemala, Nancy began 
a project to address 
both the health and 
environmental impact  
of open �res. 

In 2006, Nancy and 
a team of volunteers 
invented a small portable 
stove—the Ecocina, 
that produces almost no 
smoke and uses less than 
half the wood of an open 
�re. �e Ecocina stove 
reduces carbon emissions 
and particulate matter by 
over 70% as veri�ed by 

the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, that 
has determined that the 

Ecocina is one of the most 
e�cient “rocket elbow” 
stoves in existence.

In 2008, StoveTeam 
International began 
establishing small, 
sustainable factories  
to produce Ecocina 
stoves. �e factories use 
all local materials and 
employ only local men 
and women, important 
in developing countries 
where unemployment 
sometimes exceeds 50%.

In the �rst year of 
operation, the demand for 
the Ecocina was so great 
that over 5,000 stoves were 
produced and sold in El 
Salvador alone. In response 
to the demand, additional 
factories were opened in 
Guatemala and Honduras. 

In 2009, Nancy Hughes 
was awarded Rotary 
International’s prestigious 
Service Above Self award, 
one of only 122 given out 
worldwide that year, for 
her work as the founder of 
StoveTeam International 
and the development of 
the Ecocina stove.

StoveTeam International 
is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t 
organization working in 
conjunction with Rotary 
clubs, Rotary International, 
�e Peace Corps and 

other international and 
in-country non-pro�t 
organizations. StoveTeam 
has made the design 
available to all without 
charge, retaining only 
the right to enforce the 
manufacturing process to 
ensure it meets the same 
high standards as the 
original design.

�e Ecocina is portable, allowing 
it to be easily transported.

StoveTeam volunteers come in all 
ages and from a variety of places.

�e Ecocina reduces the amount of 
wood used for cooking.

A skirt is used to maximize heat 
transfer to the cooking pot.

Nancy Hughes with a mock-up of 
the Ecocina fuel-e�cient stove.


